
I See It Means

Summary/Analysis


	I See: Colonial women talking
Women signing something
Quill pen
Woman drinking tea from a bowl
tea cans on the floor
Some women serving tea to a man
Black servant 
Exaggerated features
Dog licking a little boy
Woman and man very close, whispering or kissing
Women bending over, some laughing, some serious
Gavel held loosely
A Society of Patriotic Ladies

	It Means: Seem interested in something, perhaps a boycott of British goods
agreeing and committed to boycotting British goods
Resolve for boycott not strong, women are merely claiming that they will boycott British goods
This Society of Patriotic Ladies wants to fight for freedom against unjust acts of the British, yet black servant waiting on them
A child left on its own, neglected and a dog roaming freely, a feeling of carelessness
maybe the women shouldn't be involved in political activity, but home taking care of the house
Man kissing a lady frivolous atmosphere
Contrast with their sentiments, women's actions symbolize their resolve is weak

	Summary/Analysis: The message conveyed is that the American cause is ridiculous.  The women are signing a declaration to boycott British goods while drinking tea.  Clearly, the women do not understand the political statement that they are supposed to make.  Women should not be involved in the political scene, but rather they should stay home and to the domestic work that they do best.
The British perspective is being offered in this print, and the cartoonist is satirizing the ability of women to actually make a difference outside of the home.  With the women's foolish actions, the American cause is shadowed by an air of ridicule and derision.  The British find it hilarious that these silly, frivolous women are at the forefront of the American movement, so they feel superior and experienced over these naive American colonists who are opposing the righteous, almighty Britain.  

The British, especially King George III and Parliament would agree with this message because the thought of the colonists opposing the British is outrageous.  It seems impossible for this infant country to resist the superior power of Britain.  Loyal colonists to Britain would also agree with this message.

The Sons of Liberty and Daughters of Liberty, and other colonial supporter of the American cause would disagree with this message.  


